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role models for me in high school. They
were both band directors when I was
there and really brought out the love
of music in the teaching for all of us in
high school band at that time. The dis-
cipline that I learned there while mas-
tering the tuba has indeed served me
well.

But with that, Mr. Speaker, let me
thank my colleagues. I appreciate the
chance to bring this resolution to the
floor. I am proud of our House tonight
for taking up this resolution on exactly
how important music education is in
our country.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of
H. Con. Res. 266, legislation expressing the
sense of the House regarding the benefits of
music education. I am proud to join my col-
leagues in passing this bipartisan proposal
today in the House of Representatives.

As a teacher, I can testify to the value that
music and art can have in a well-rounded aca-
demic program. There is a growing body of
scientific research demonstrating that children
who receive music instruction perform better
on spatial-temporal reasoning tests and pro-
portional math problems.

Opportunities in music and the arts have
also enabled children with disabilities to par-
ticipate more fully in school and community
activities.

There is something special about music and
the arts that speak to what is special and
unique in the human spirit. Music and the arts
can motivate at-risk students to stay in school
and become active participants in the edu-
cational process. They teach all students
about beauty and abstract thinking.

According to the College Board, college-
bound high school seniors in 1998 who re-
ceived music instruction scored 53 points
higher on the verbal portion of the Scholastic
Aptitude Test and 39 points higher on the
math portion of the test than college-bound
high school seniors with no music or arts in-
struction.

Other data shows that individuals who par-
ticipate in band or orchestra reported the low-
est levels of current and lifelong use of alco-
hol, tobacco, and illicit drugs. Comprehensive,
sequential music instruction assists brain de-
velopment and improves cognitive and com-
municative skills, self-discipline, and creativity.

Mr. Speaker, music education enhances in-
tellectual development and enriches the aca-
demic environment for children of all ages. I
am proud to join with my colleagues in pass-
ing this bipartisan resolution in recognition of
these facts.

Mr. BARRETT of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in strong support of H. Con. Res.
266, and in honor of all the music educators
and their students across the country. We’ve
all heard the statistics about how studying
music helps kids learn math, and how stu-
dents who participate in fine arts programs are
less likely to use drugs or alcohol. And behind
those statistics, are real teachers, making a
difference every day in the lives of real kids.

Each year, in Nebraska the Omaha World-
Herald presents the ‘‘My Favorite Teacher’’
award to teachers across the state. This year,
two music educators won the prize. One of the
teachers, Jean McGee, is an elementary
music specialist at Sandoz Elementary in my
homestown. She was nominated by her stu-
dent Drew Nguyen (pronounced: New yen)

who wrote in his nomination, ‘‘My teacher . . .
taught me so much in my life so far . . . Her
music is the glory in my days, even rough
ones.’’

Drew’s comments remind me of my own ex-
periences. When I was young, my music
teachers helped instill in me a real apprecia-
tion for music. Because of their efforts and my
parents’ encouragement, I was able to turn my
music lessons into a job with a jazz band that
helped pay my way through college. Later,
while I was in the Navy, I enjoyed playing in
military bands and dance bands. My summers
were spent playing so-called ‘‘one nighters’’
throughout the midwest. Because of music, I
developed lifelong friends, and savor the
memories of one nighters ‘‘on the road with
the band.’’

For many students, like Drew and me,
music teachers provided the opportunities to
learn—not just about music scores and tech-
niques, but also about how the arts can enrich
daily life. I applaud all music teachers who
continue to teach a truly universal language,
and their students, and urge passage of H.
Con. Res. 266.

Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 266 expressing the sense of Congress re-
garding the benefits of music education.

The value of a musical education in our so-
ciety is immeasurable. Music affords free ex-
pression and sharing of ideas and feelings. In
this way, music represents our most basic
Constitutional right of free speech and expres-
sion. Musical performers are ambassadors to
other nations who spread the joys of our
music and democracy.

Music not only provides connections be-
tween cultures, but also across generations.
Music has allowed me to form a closer bond
with my children. Every summer we sit on the
lawn of Saratoga Performing Arts Center in
upstate New York, introducing each other to
the symphony, rhythm and blues, country,
Irish folk music, and rock and roll. Our experi-
ences sparked a deep appreciation for music
and truly allows us to enjoy the finer things in
life.

My own musical experiences with the trom-
bone are among my most cherished school
memories. These musical studies boosted my
self esteem and confidence. Music education
still has this same valuable impact on millions
of Americans today.

I cannot imagine America without music. I
encourage my children, and all Americans, to
immerse themselves in musical education. Sit
down and listen to music together. Invite
someone to a concert, musical or recital. Sign
up for a music class. Discover the wonders of
playing a musical instrument or turn on the car
radio and enjoy the freedom music represents.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in voting in
favor of House Concurrent Resolution 266, ex-
pressing the sense of Congress regarding the
benefits of music education.

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, growing up along
the United States/Mexico border, music has
always had a profound influence on my life.
Music, like art, dance, and drama are windows
through which we view culture. Music is a lan-
guage that is understood by diverse people
across the world and ties us together in our
common humanity. With much of the strife and
civil unrest that takes place in our world,
music is one of those gifts that helps bridge
cultural, social, and political gaps between
people.

In our schools, I truly believe that music
education enhances intellectual development
and enriches the academic environment for
children of all ages. I think that an investment
in music education is an investment in the
health and well-being of our society. Music
education gives our children the opportunity to
explore and experience something that has
deep meaning and significance to all of us.
This is critically important and should not be
taken lightly.

The notes and scales in the musical scores
are the threads that help us build and maintain
the tapestry of culture. We all gain value
through music, and we, as the 106th Con-
gress, should support music education as an
integral part of our educational curriculum. I
urge my colleagues to support House Concur-
rent Resolution 266, expressing the sense of
the Congress regarding the benefits of music
education.

Mr. MCINTOSH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr
TERRY). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. MCINTOSH) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the concurrent
resolution, H. Con. Res. 266.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TERRY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Georgia (Ms. MCKINNEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. MCKINNEY addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)
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RECOGNIZING AWARD OF MEDAL
OF HONOR TO PRESIDENT THEO-
DORE ROOSEVELT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BUYER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to bring attention to a great
man, a man of immense stature to the
history of this Nation, a strong, moral
family man and a visionary conserva-
tionist, a man who distinguished him-
self in peace and in war and who would
at the age of 43 become the first great
American voice of the 20th century and
our 26th President, Theodore ‘‘Teddy’’
Roosevelt.

My esteemed colleague the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. LAZIO) ini-
tially brought this case to my atten-
tion in 1997. As chairman of the House
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